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Celebrities hit the links
on final day of Hilton
Head tournament 1E
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Get half-off cleaning deal from
Waterworks Pressure Washing

at dealsavercom/HiltonHead

89° (> 73°

Don't l=t a few clouds rain
your Labor Day fun. 68

8-YEAR-OLD DIES IN CROSSFIRE OF HILTON HEAD SHOOTING

"HE WAS S0
FULL OF LIFE’

@ Khalil Singleton was killed by gunfire while plaving in his front vard

# 4 men have been arrested, but none has been charged in his death

SARAHWELLIVER * Skl photio

Eareem Singleton helds a picture of his son, Khalil, on Sunday at his hame in Ridgeland. Khalil, 8, died Saturday after he was struck
by a bullet during a gun battle while he was playing cutside the home he shared with his grandmother on Hilkon Head 1sland.

THE SUSPECTS

By ALLISCON STICE
astice i iskhndpacketcom = 8-E-TOe-212E

he only timc B-yoar-old Khalil Singlcton
would stop for restwas whon he was riding
inthe car from onc place o another, said his
fathcr, Knmcom Singloion

“He would take a nap then be said, “Other than
that, ke was poing 100 miles an howrand runming,

Karcem Simglcton pricved for bis only son sur-
roundcd by family and fricnds Sunday at his
REdpgchnd bome. He pointcd ocutside o the bas-
ketball boop in the driveway, whore be said Khalil
undoubicdly would have beon playing if the boy
were there.

FEhalil a third-grader ot Hilton Heoad Island
Ekmentary School dicd Ssturday aftcrmoon after
he wasm shot whik plying owtside his grandmother's
home on Hilion Head Island's Allen Road, whene be
wras living.

The stray bullct from a genfight ook the lifc of
a boy whose family and cd weators say was full of cn-
crEy

His pramndmother, Edvina Washington said she
heard rapid gershots whilc she was inside her homc

“I called bis namc, be didn't answer” Washington
said. T wallkcd owtside and swe him Lwying across the
o

Fhalil's sccond couwsin Britncy Brinson, a nursc at
Ecaufort Momorial Hospital reshed outside to nd-
ministcr CPR. She was still trying to revive Khalil
when pammcdics and Bocamfort Cownty Sheriff's
depuitics arrived.

According to a Shenff's O ffice roport, Khalil was
struck onthe kefisidc of his iorso. He was pronounced
demd at Hilton Head Hespiel

Pleaz= z== KHALIL on T4

Jomite
Simgleton
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‘Ongoing feud’ turns deadly

The sheriff's Office says the suspects in Saturday's shooting
have histories of arrests — and of fighting with one anocther.

By ALLISON STICE
astioe it island packet.com
B-E-70a0-g138

Forr men arc in cestody aftcr o
feud turncd violent Saterday af
ternoon and stray gunfire killed
an B-year-old boy on Hilbon Head
Island.

Monc of the men has beonchanged
vetin the death of Hillon Head Is-
land Elemcntary School student
Khalil Singkton He was playing
ncar his prandmother's bome on
Alkn Boad when a bullet fired in
the gun batthe kit bim in the omo
shortly boforc 5pm

Allen Road is off of Marshlnd
Road. runming be torcon Marsh lind
and Brosd Creck ond leads to a

ncighborhood of mndomly scat-
tored mobile home=

The Beawfort County Shoriff's
Office =ays the disputc botween
Tyrone Bobinson, 37 and twoother
mcn — Aaron S5oott Young Sr, 30
ard hisson A amn Scott Young [, 12
— begancarlicr Saturday The men
allof whom have becnarmsted, had

anongoing foud.” acconding o the
Sk oriff's O ffice

The Sheriff' s O fficc said Robinson
bad boon armed cardicr Saterday
aftcrmoon whon he got into a fight
with ¥oumg [r on Wildhorse Road
where the Youngs live, Daring the
fight Robinson alkpcedly pulled a

Pleazs s== FEUD o T4



FEUD

Contimued from 14

handgun The mon strugglcd
and the weapon went off, bat
the bullct did 't strilec amyonc,
acconding to the Shoriff's Of
fice.

[he incidcont was onc of scv-
cralaltc rcations betwee n Rob-
inson and the Youwngs thatdang
the Sheriff's O ffice says.

Latcron Saturday, the Youngs
allepedly camc o Allen Koad,
whore Robinson lives. The
Sheriff'= 0 ffice said the Youngs
fircd st Robirson's enoccupicd
cat which wos parked on the
sidc of the rood.

Toung 57 and Young £ both
have beon charged with onc
comnt of dischanging: o fircarm
inbo @ wehicle. Eack is boing
held cnS150,000 bond, aceord-
imgs to the Boaefort County Dc-
tention Conter jail log.

Rolirson was c harged with
pointing and prescoting a finc-
arm inconnee tion with the car
licr stregg ke with Young Ir He
akeo is chamged iman wneclaed
incident, the sccond-dogrec
burglary of Top Dollar Pawn
on Mathcws Drive on Hilton
Head on Awp. 19 His bond is=
=ittt S 7S 000, accord i o the
jaill o

(he fomrth mon arrcstcd
and qucstioncd inconmction

KHALIL

Continued from 14

Four mon belicved o hawe
beon involved in o fowd that
bocamc vioknt have boom ar-
rested and questioncd abowt
Khalils dcath.

Wiashington wants the meon
bchind bars for lifc. Karcom
Singloton sid the only thing
he wamnts is his baby back

Singlcton =aid he wanted o
b ticr lifc for his son than his
own He cnrolled Ehalilin the
Hilton Head Bascball Associa-
tion, where be works asan em-
pirc, when the boy was 4

Ehalil prins in his baschall
uniform from o photo that the
family has= displayed in por-

SARAHW ELLIWER * Stafl phobo

Britney Brinson stands outside her home on Hilten Head
Island. Her cousin Khalil, 8, had been playing in the yard
wihen he was shot and killed Saturday.

with EKhalil s shooting is Jonts
Singlcion, 35 who investigaiors
sy was Robinson' s accomplice
in the Augest barghry of Top
Dollar Pawn Itis uncloar what,
if sy, connce tion Jontu Singlc-
ton has to the victim.

Khalil's sccond cousin, Brite-
ncy Brimson, a murse at Boau-
fort Mcomorial Hospital, said
Ekalil was playing with Jonie
Singlc ton's sonon Satwrday af
tornoon when be wasshot

Brirson said she =saw Eob-
inson walking down Allen
Eoad just after the shooting.
He =aw the wounded booy and
koptwalking thonwont insidc
a bome. she said. Robinson

[

L A
e T
Khalil singleton

trmits and on mousc pads
“He was so very full of lifc in

cverything thathe did, whether

lives just down the strect from
where the shooting cccurncd.

Fourtconth Circwit Solicitor
Duffic Stonc =aid rap shects
for the four meon were not im-
mcd micly svailable. Acconding
to the Boaufort County Docme
tion Conter jail log, all four of
thc mon had boon arrcsted in
the past

Young [r. was charged with
malicious injury o real prop-
crty and disrupting schoolks in
2010, He also was changed with
trespassing that vear

Young St bos beon arrested
IE timcs sinoc 1990, inc lud ing
Saturday's arrcst, for offcnscs
such as high and aggravaxd

it was bascball or learning or
being o gocd fric nd,” said Jill
McAdeon, principal at Hilion
Head Isknd Ekmonmry

Erika McGaldrick, who kas
becn working in the school's
mcdia conter since Khalil was
in first pradce, said he stood out
from other boys bisape.

“He just camc in on Friday
and checlod out a coeplke of
books" McGoldrick said. “1
was complimenting him on
his very bandsome now hair-
cutforschool”

Ehalil keved b0 read and fre-
quently visitcd the school's
library McGoldrick, whosc
davugh teris Khalil's apc and also
iss invebeod in the Hilton Heod
Baschall A=sociation, said ske
wis just as im prosscd with bim

criminal domestic violence,
posscssion of crck, posscs
sion of cocaine, driving ender
suspersion and violating pro-
bation, parcle and ordcrs of
protcction

Eobimson hos becn arrested
27 times since 1994, incled ing
Saturday’s arrcst He has been
charged with posscssion and
distribu tion of crack attcmpt-
cd mendcr, leaving the scome of
anaccident twice; as=nult and
baticry multiple timcs, includ-
ing aselting o police officer
while trying to flee; criminal
domes=tic violcnoe; thefi mnd
flecimg the sconc of acrime. He
hasscrved time in stk prison
for =ome of thosc crime=, me-
cording o the jail log.

Tontu Single wnako ks scrved
timec instse prison, scoonding bo
the jail kog. He hus beenornesicd
22 timcs in Beasfort County,
inchuding Saterday's arrest, for
oiffc nscs including sesault with
intcnt 1o kil driving wnder the
influc nec, shoplifting, criminal
domestic violono and viokwting
probationand parok, accord ing
to the il o

Shenff P Tanncr said the
Sheriff's O ffioc will not provide
updatcs on the casc until mid-
weck when forcnsics osting is
CxpoC ted to be -I:Cimp]t bod.

Falkow reporier Allkon Stice
at bavitieronm, L o ber

whenshe saw bim at pames

When be wosn't playing. he
would =it in the smmd=" M-
Goldrick said. “1 was always
amazcd athow well ke minded
his manncrs and rospecicd his
fathcr To be B years old and
spend time like that at o bosc-
ball park withowt pe tting wild .
thorc's just not mamy kids Like
that"

FEarccm Singlcton said his
son koved spores of all kinds A
bin in the Bumiby's gamgc filled
with Khalil ssports cquipment
makes the point

Everybody loved my baby”
Earcem Singloton said. ‘Mo~
body more than me.”

rallnw regorier Allsos Stice
at bwvitieroom,LC Mo Her
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None of the four men has yet been charged in
the shooting that killed Khalil Singleton, who
died while playing in his grandmother’s yard.

By ALLISON STICE
astice@islandpacket.com ¢ 843-706-8138

Three of four men who investigators say were in-
volved in a gun battle Saturday afternoon that killed
an 8-year-old bystander are convicted felons.

Aaron Scott Young Sr., 36; Tyrone Robinson, 37; and
Jontu Singleton, 35; each have served time in state pris-
ons for convictions that make it a federal offense to
own firearms.

The fourth man arrested and questioned in the death
of Hilton Head Island Elementary School third-grader
Khalil Singleton is Young Sr.’s son, Aaron Scott Young
Jr.,19, who has a previous misdemeanor conviction.

Authorities say the Youngs and Robinson have been
feuding and that a series of confrontations throughout
the day culminated in an exchange of gunfire at about

Please see MENon T1A

In dash: 8 no-fuss
recipes for pizzas,
calzones INSIDE

isla.

HILTON HEAD ISLAND
ELEMENTARY
. 30 SCHOOL ROAD

DELAYNA EARLEY - Staff photo
Students pass a sigh Tuesday posted at Hilton Head Island El-
ementary School in memory of Khalil Singleton, a third-grader
who died Saturday.
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School remembers
slain third-grade stuent

By RACHEL HEATON
rheaton@beaufortgazette.com ¢ 843-706-8177
Eventually, a bench might bear his name, or a
tree might be ringed with stones laid out in the
shape of home plate, a nod to his love of base-
ball. Or maybe one day, books bearing Khalil
Singleton’s name will be donated to the Hilton
Head Island Elementary School media center,
where he spent time satisfying his curiosity and

Khalil Singleton

interest in nonfiction books. ONLINE
But on Tuesday, the memorials for Khalilwere ~ ForaWTOC
video about an

as modest as they were wrenching: His third-
grade classmates made cards for his grieving
family.

upcoming vigil for
Khalil, click on this
story at island

Please see SCHOOLon11A  Packet.com.

“ﬁ} DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION

PRESIDENT OBAMA,
‘A MAN WE CAN TRUST

First lady Michelle Obama urges Country tore-elect her husband

By DAVID ESPO and MATTHEW DALY
The Associated Press

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL ¢ The Associated Press
First lady Michelle Obama walks on stage Tuesday to speak to the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte.

President has little

District
beings
search
for leader

The Board of Education voted to
hire the national firm Ray and
Associates to help find a new
superintendent.

By RACHEL HEATON
rheaton@beaufortgazette.com
843-706-8177

The same search firm that found
Beaufort County School District su-
perintendent Valerie Truesdale is
back on the job.

The Board of Education voted
Tuesday to hire again Ray and As-
sociates, a national firm that special-
izes in superintendent searches, to
assist in the hunt for a new superin-
tendent.

Board member Bill Evans, co-chair-
man of the superintendent search
committee, along with board mem-
ber Laura Bush, said the firm was
the best fit because it exclusively
handles searches for educators and
is nationally known.

Please see LEADER on 11A

BOARD TO REPAY COUNTY
FOR LIBRARY SPACE

The school board on Tuesday ap-
proved taking $150,000 from capital
funds, which are used for repairing

irst lady Michelle Obama lovingly praised

her husband Tuesday night in a prime-

time Democratic Convention speech as

adevoted husband and caring father at

home and a “man we can trust” to revive

the nation’s weak economy as president,
beckoning the country to return him to the White
House despite agonizingly slow recovery from
recession.

“He reminds me that we are playing a long game
here ... and that change is hard, and change is slow
and it never happens all at once,” she told a nation
impatient with slow economic progress and per-
sistently high unemployment of 8.3 percent.

Please see FIRST LADY on 11A

INSIDE

= Mitt and Money:
Mitt Romney’s
campaign has
raised at least
$100 million in
August, hitting
that mark for a
third consecutive
month. 8A

u Sheheen vs.
Haley: Is the state
senator bracing
for a rematch? 1A

choice but to persuade

By CHARLES BABINGTON
The Associated Press
CHARLOTTE — Remembered for soaring speeches at
the last two Democratic conventions, President Barack
Obama faces much tougher constraints Thursday when
he accepts his party’s nomina-
tion for a second time. ANALYSIS
Now he has a four-year record
and must persuade Americans to stick with the status
quo in a climate of high unemployment, fallen home val-
ues and wide income disparity.
Given the tough environment, less lofty oratory is al-
most certain. And Obama has little choice but to walk a
careful line as he unspools his vision for America.

Please see PERSUADE on T1A

and building schools, to pay back a
contribution from Beaufort County
to build St. Helena Elementary
School.

The repayment is part of a 20-year-
old lease that has allowed the county
to operate alibrary at the school. The
county plans to move into a new St.
Helena Island library by November
and terminate the lease.

Board member Michael Rivers, who
represents the St. Helena area, argued
that the board should try to negotiate
with County Council to eliminate the
$150,000 repayment clause.

Several board members said the
original agreement must be honored,
and the board ultimately agreed
to repay the sum if County Council
won’t eliminate the clause.
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INSIDE TODAY'S ISLAND PACKET
Iranian President Ahmadinejad fires back

at sanctions on banking and oil, saying
the West has launched an “all-out war.” 13A

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“You cannot escape the
responsibility of tomorrow
by evading it today.”
Abraham Lincoln



FIRST LADY

Continued from 1A

“But eventually, we get there, we
always do,” she said in a speech that
blended scenes from her of marriage
with the Obamas’ time in the White
House.

Mrs. Obama, given a huge ovation
and describing herself as the “mom
in chief” made no mention of Re-
publican challenger Mitt Romney.
But those who preceded her to the
podium on the first night of the pres-
ident’s convention were scathing.

“If Mitt was Santa Claus, he’d fire

said former Ohio Gov. Ted Strick-
land.

Tapped to deliver the keynote ad-
dress, San Antonio Mayor Julian Cas-
tro said Romney was a millionaire
politician who “quite simply, doesn’t
get it” when it comes to the needs
of the middle class. Referring to the
Republican’s support for mandatory
health insurance when he was gover-
nor of Massachusetts, he added, “Gow.
Romney has undergone an extreme
makeover, and it ain’t pretty.”

Delegates cheered as a parade of
speakers extolled Obama’s support
for abortion rights and gay marriage,
for consumer protections enacted

and for the auto industry bailout he
won from Congress in his first year
inoffice.

There was evidence during the
day of an underperforming econ-
omy, including a report that said
manufacturing activity declined for
a third straight month and an an-
nouncement from the Treasury that
the government’s debt exceeded
$16 trillion at the close of the day.

Mrs. Obama’s poll numbers are
better than her husband’s, and her
speech was aimed at building sup-
port for him, much as Ann Romney’s
remarks at last week’s Republican
National Convention were in ser-

islandpacket.com ¢ Wednesday, September 5, 2012

ambitions.

“When it comes to rebuilding our
economy, Barack is thinking about
folks like my dad — who worked at a
municipal water plant — and his own
grandmother, a bank secretary;” the
first lady said.

Referring to her own children as
well as those of others, she said, “If we
want to give them that sense of limit-
less possibility, that belief that here in
America there is always something
better out there if you are willing to
work for it, then we must ... stand
together for the man we can trust to
keep moving this great country for-
ward, my husband, our president,

11A

SHEHEEN, HALEY REMATCH?

State Sen. Vincent Sheheen is meeting
privately with Democratic governors at the

Sheheen

Democratic National Conven-
tion this week in preparation for
a possible 2014 rematch with
Republican Gov. Nikki Haley.
Sheheen, who lost narrowly
to Lexington’s Haley two years
ago, would not say whom he
has met with, other than Mon-
tana Gov. Brian Schweitzer,

who spoke to the S.C. delegation Monday.
Like Sheheen, Schweitzer isa Democratina
state that routinely votes Republican.

the reindeer and outsource the elves,”

under his signature health care law

vice to her husband’s presidential

President Barack Obama.”

Wire reports

PERSUADE

Continued from 1A

Overtly ambitious or novel
proposals could invite an obvi-
ous rebuke: If it’s such a great
idea, what hasn’t the president
already done it?

“Obama is definitely ina
presidential pickle,” said Mc-
Gill University presidential
scholar Gil Troy. “The candi-
date of hope and change now
has reality to contend with,
including disappointments
and messes.”

The best re-nomination
speeches — Ronald Reagan’s
1984 “morning in America”
and Bill Clinton’s 1992 “bridge
to the 21st century” — in-
cluded “a heroic narrative of
renewal,” Troy said. Obama
must give a flavor of that
Thursday, he said, despite a se-
rious handicap: The economy
lacks the obvious upward
trend that boosted Reagan’s
campaign.

“Obama has not gotten that
statistical gift,” Troy said, “so
he has to compensate with
oratorical gifts.”

Great oratory has a mixed
record in presidential cam-
paigns.

Dwight Eisenhower and
George W. Bush are among
those who won two terms with
lackluster speaking styles.

Obama excelled in big
forums from the start. He
rocketed to national fame at
the 2004 Democratic conven-
tion, where his “one America”
speech largely overshadowed
the nominee, John Kerry.

“There’s not aliberal Amer-
icaand a conservative Amer-
ica,” Obama told the adoring
crowd in Boston. “There’s
the United States of America.
There’s not a black America
and white America and Latino
America and Asian America;
there’s the United States of
America.”

‘When he accepted the nomi-
nation four years later ina
huge outdoor
stadium in Denver, Obama
deplored “the broken politics
in Washington.”

“America, we are better than
these last eight years,” he said.
“We are a better country than
this.”

Now, of course, Obama is
the incumbent under the mi-
croscope. Unemployment is
higher, Washington’s politics
are more bitterly partisan than
before and the notion of no
liberal-conservative divide
seems naive at best.

Reagan’s “morning in
America” optimism might be
ridiculed in today’s climate.
And rhetorical flourishes by

Obama could add fuel to Re-
publican jibes that he is much
better at talking than leading.

But Obama can hardly afford
to assume the dour demeanor
of Jimmy Carter.

A presidential challenger
can use big speeches to criti-
cize the incumbent in detail
while offering less-specific,
even gauzy, alternatives. That’s
what Romney did last week in
Tampa, Fla., say Democrats,
who repeatedly cite his lack
of detailed explanations for
claims that he can cut taxes,
increase military spending and
reduce the deficit.

Obama doesn’t enjoy that
leeway. He’s constrained in
looking both backward and
forward.

He must defend his four-
year record, of course. But
fierce resistance from tea
party-influenced Republicans
has thwarted some of his key
proposals, including jobs bills.
His biggest legislative achieve-
ment, the 2010 health care
overhaul, sharply divided the
country.

The partisan dynamics
could crimp Obama’s ability to
offer a second-term agenda.

With Republicans likely to
retain control of the House
along with filibuster powers
in the Senate, bold new Demo-
cratic proposals might seem
implausible.

“We think the country is
desperate to know where the
president wants to take the
country — his vision and plan
in the face of weak recovery
but more important, the long-
term problems facing the
country,” veteran Democratic
consultants James Carville
and Stan Greenberg said.
“The more robust and serious
his plans are for American
energy production and inde-
pendence, for infrastructure
and America’s modernization,
for advancing education and
innovation, for getting health
care costs down,” they wrote,
“the more the Republicans will
look irrelevant.”

Carville and Greenberg
urged Obama to hammer at
Romney’s plans to preserve in-
come tax cuts for the wealthi-
est Americans while also
cutting taxes on investment
income that applies mainly to
therich.

Voters “are rightfully angry
and increasingly populist,” the
two men said.

Troy agreed that Obama
should risk being labeled too
liberal if that’s what it takes to
defend his stimulus plan and
auto industry bailout. Both
initiatives generally got higher
marks from economists than
from average Americans.

LEADER

Continued from 1A

The committee interviewed
five firms Friday and ultimately
decided on Ray and Associates
because several committee
members had worked with the
firm during the 2006 search
and felt comfortable with it,
Evans said.

The full board agreed to that
recommendation unanimous-
ly Tuesday. Board member Ste-
ven Morello was absent.

The board also approved a
$62,500 budget for the search.
That amount will include Ray
and Associates’ $22,000 fee,
advertising costs, travel for job
candidates and travel for board
members to candidates’ school
districts.

Evans said the district isn’t

likely to need that much. The
last search cost about $34,000,
he said.

Evans said he hopes focus
groups and online surveys
will begin in a few weeks, so
the district can start identify-
ing the traits it wants in a new
superintendent. Those focus
groups could include candi-
dates for school board in the
November election, Evans
said.

Truesdale announced in
July that she has taken a job in
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
School District, starting Oct.
1. The Beaufort County dis-
trict’s current head of human
resources, Jackie Rosswurm,
will serve as interim superin-
tendent.

Follow reporter Rachel Heaton at
twitter.com/HomeroomBft.

SCHOOL

Continued from 1A

The 8-year-old boy was fatally
wounded Saturday outside his
grandmother’s home on Allen
Road, where he was living. He
apparently was killed by stray
gunfire involving four feuding
men.

“The cards are very heartfelt
and sweet,” school principal
Jill McAden said. “One child
wrote, ‘I will pray as long as I
can.’”

The children drew memo-
ries of playing sports with
Khalil. Several called him a
good friend. Some classmates
wrote they wanted his family
to know they were thinking of
him.

McAden said Tuesday began
with two meetings: one of the
school’s crisis team — which
includes administration, social
workers and counselors — and
one of the school’s entire staff.

Second-grade teacher La-
trice Campbell, who also is an
ordained minister, spoke at the
staff gathering. She said she
encouraged teachers to sup-
port one another and highlight
Khalil’s accomplishments.

“These teachers knew this
morning that they had to hit
the ground running and be a
pillar of strength for our stu-
dents,” McAden said. “The
mood ... was very sad, quiet

MEN

Continued from 1A

5 p.m. Saturday on Allen Road.
Abullet struck and killed Khalil,
who was playing outside of the
house where he lived with his
grandmother.

None of the four men has yet
been charged in Khalil’s death.
Sgt. Robin Mclntosh of the
Beaufort County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said Tuesday that forensics
testing by the S.C. Law Enforce-
ment Division is under way.

MclIntosh said investigators
are trying to determine what
started the feud, which likely
involved “multiple incidents.”

Fourteenth Circuit Solicitor
Duffie Stone declined com-
ment, saying judicial rules
only allow him to release de-
fendants’ criminal histories in
open court.

The evidence against the men
will be presented in October to
agrand jury, which will decide
whether to indict them.

Young Sr. and Young Jr. have
been charged with one count
each of discharging a firearm
into a vehicle, after they alleg-
edly shot at Robinson’s unoc-
cupied car parked on Allen
Road.

Robinson was charged with
pointing a firearm in connec-
tion with an earlier struggle
with Young Jr., in which Rob-
inson allegedly brandished a
handgun. He also is charged in
anunrelated crime, the second-
degree burglary of Top Dollar
Pawn on Mathews Drive on
Aug. 19.

Singleton also is charged
with the burglary of Top Dol-
lar Pawn. He also had been
sought on two bench warrants.
It is unclear what the warrants
were for.

S.C. State Law Enforcement
Division records indicate Scott
Sr., Robinson and Singleton
had many run-ins with the law
prior to their arrests Saturday.

TYRONE ROBINSON
Robinson’s arrest Saturday
marked his first brush with the
law since he was released from
prison by the state Department

HOW TO DISCUSS DEATH WITH CHILDREN

Melissa Hady, a guidance counselor at Hilton Head Island
Elementary School, gave the following advice on how to
discuss Khalil Singleton’s death with young children.
Hady also recommended the resources available on

www. hospicenet.org.

* MAKE TIME: Set aside time to listen to your child
* BE AVAILABLE: Let children know they can express their

feelings to you

* TAKE NOTE: Take note of any change in your child’s be-
havior, appetite or sleep pattern

COMMUNITY VIGIL PLANNED

A community vigil and candlelight walk in memory of Khalil
Singleton, the 8-year-old boy who was fatally shot Satur-
day, is planned for 7 p.m. Thursday at St. James Baptist
Church, 209 Beach City Road on Hilton Head Island. At-
tendees will participate in a march that will end with the
release of white balloons. The event is open to the public.
Attendees are encouraged to make banners and posters in
remembrance of Singleton and in support of violence pre-
vention. Details: 843-301-6754

and shocked. But they knew
that they had to move forward
and put on a good front and be
strong for our children.”

A moment of silence was
held at 8:45 a.m., about 15 min-
utes after classes began.

The school’s two guidance
counselors, Melissa Hady and
Jessica Howard, visited class-
rooms throughout the day to
talk with students. Additional
Beaufort County School Dis-
trict guidance counselors were

on hand, too, McAden said.

Hady said many students al-
ready knew of Khalil’s death.
Some cried, many asked
questions and most showed
concern for his family. The
counselors encouraged stu-
dents to remember happy mo-
ments with Khalil.

“We told them it was a good
time to think of the good mem-
ories they have of him and that
they will always have those,”
Hady said.

CAREER-CRIMINAL PROGRAM

Duffie Stone, who became the 14th Judicial Circuit solicitor
in 2006, launched a career-criminal prosecution program
in 2009. The program is aimed at prosecuting criminal de-
fendants who repeatedly commit violent crimes. Tyrone
Robinson, Aaron Scott Young Sr. and Jontu Singleton, all
convicted felons, were released from prison after the pro-
gram started. Their arrests Saturday are the first felony
charges against them since their releases.

of Corrections on April 30, 2010.
Hehad served eight years of a15-
year sentence.

Robinson was convicted in
2003 of leading
a state Highway
Patrol trooper on
a morning rush-
hour chase in a
stolen vehicle
through greater
Bluffton the previ-
ous year. A troop-
er shot him in the hand while
attempting to get him to slow
down. He received the maxi-
mum sentence of 15 years.

At the time of his arrest for
that chase on Nov. 14,2002, Rob-
inson was wanted in connection
with at least 10 crimes and was
already a convicted felon.

He had been released from
prison three months earlier, in
August 2002, after serving a six-
year sentence for third-degree
burglary, petit larceny, hit and
run, and three counts of grand
larceny, according to SLED re-
cords.

He had been convicted of
those crimes in June 1996, as a
youthful, nonviolent offender
and sentenced to one to six
years. Youthful nonviolent of-
fenders can be released from
prison for a year, remain on pro-
bation another year and, if they
maintain good behavior, can go
free after that, according to the
Department of Corrections.

But Robinson served the full
six years because he violated
parole three times, according to
records.

He also served 29 days in April
1996 for discharging a weapon in
a building. His first conviction
was the previous April, when he
was arrested for disorderly con-
duct and fined $152. Later that

Robinson

same year, he was convicted of
assault and battery and mali-
cious injury to property and
fined $2,115.

Robinson has been arrested
27 times since 1994, according
to the Beaufort County Deten-
tion Center log. Most of those
charges, according to the SLED
report, were dropped.

JONTU SINGLETON

Jontu Singleton, who also lives
on Allen Road, where Khalil
was killed, was released from
state prison Feb. 1,
2012, after serving
alittle more thana
year for high and
aggravated assault
and battery, SLED
records show.
MclIntosh said
she doesn’t know
whether Jontu Singleton was re-
lated to Khalil Singleton.

Singleton also was in Depart-
ment of Corrections custody off
and on between November 1999
and September 2005, after con-
victions for high and aggravated
assault and battery, unlawful use
of a telephone, and first-degree
burglary. While serving concur-
rent sentences for those crimes,
Singleton twice was released
only to return to prison for pro-
bation violations, SLED reports.

Singleton’s first conviction was
July 2, 1994, when he received
one year in prison for having a
firearm in a public building. That
sentence later was suspended,
and he was placed on two years
of probation, according to the
report.

He violated that probation
and returned to prison in Febru-
ary 1997 after spending several
months in the county jail for sep-
arate convictions for malicious

Singleton

The school chose not to
discuss the way Khalil died
— that’s a conversation for
families if they see fit, Hady
said. Letters were sent home
Tuesday with suggestions for
parents seeking to help their
children cope with his death.

McAden said they kept a
close eye on students who had
been in classes with Khalil,
played with him in his neigh-
borhood or knew him through
the Hilton Head Baseball As-
sociation, in which he played
for about four years. That
monitoring will continue in
the coming days and weeks.

The school’s goal, the prin-
cipal said, is to find ways to
honor Khalil’s memory by fo-
cusing on positive things, but
also to begin to move forward.

“There is so much happiness
around that child to remem-
ber,” McAden said.

A memorial is being planned
and will involve Khalil’s fam-
ily, she said. So far, the ideas all
have come from students, and
McAden said she has been sur-
prised by their creativity and
thoughtfulness.

“Sometimes, children can
shine through these circum-
stances, in some cases better
than adults,” McAden said.
“We're doing the best we can
here to hold our heads up.”

Follow reporter Rachel Heaton at
twitter.com/HomeroomBft.

injury to property and possess-
ing alcohol under 21 while resist-
ing arrest. His sentence on those
convictions expired July 1,1997,
according to the Corrections
Department.

He has served time in the
county jail for driving under
suspension multiple times, ma-
licious injury to property and
shoplifting.

Singleton has been arrested
29 times, according to the jail
log. When he was arrested Sat-
urday for the Top Dollar Pawn
burglary, he was wanted on two
other bench warrants, according
to thejail log.

AARON SCOTT YOUNG SR.

Young Sr’s first felony convic-
tion was for possession of less
than one gram of crack cocaine.
He was imprisoned from Now.
7, 2002, to Feb. 4,
2004, according
to the Corrections
Department.

He previously
had been convict-
ed of criminal do-
mestic violence,
serving time in
1996. Last year, he served 407
days for possession of cocaine,
SLED records indicate.

Most of Young Sr’s brushes
with the law involve traffic vio-
lations, including speeding and
driving under suspension. He
also is a repeat probation and
parole violator, according to the
county jail log.

Young Sr.

AARON SCOTT YOUNG JR.

Young Jr. was arrested twice
before Saturday: for trespassing
in January 2011, and for disrupt-
ing schools and causing mali-
cious injury to
property in Febru-
ary 2011, according
to thejaillog.

He was convict-
ed of disrupting
schools, a misde-
meanor, and paid
a $55 fine. SLED
records indicate he also served
time for that offense, but do not
say when or how long.

Young Jr.

Follow reporter Allison Stice at
twitter.com/LCBlotter.
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